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What is a Conservation Overlay?

• Defined in Denver Zoning Code Article 9 (Section 9.4.3)

• Works as an “overlay” to the existing base zoning 

(essentially rezoning to include additional/modified standards)

• Establishes or modifies specific zoning tools that 

encourage conservation of the existing distinctive 

features, identity, or character of a neighborhood



What Can a Conservation Overlay Do?

• Modify building form and design standards

• Include new restrictions on building form, site design, 

materials and architectural style (note: materials and 

architectural style not currently used in DZC)

• Modify limitations/design standards on permitted uses



Winston Downs - Current Zoning 
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What Can a Conservation Overlay Not Do?

• Prevent demolition

• Change the permitted uses in the underlying zone district

• Add new review procedures or review bodies 

(like boards or commissions)
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Winston Downs Neighborhood Plan is 

around the corner
Neighborhood Planning Initiative

Phase 1 – wrapping up  

Far Northeast - complete and adopted! 

East/East Central – to be completed this fall

Phase 2 – kicking off

West – beginning engagement

Near Southeast – to begin engagement in fall

full kick-off in 2020  

Near Northwest – full kick-off 2020























Helpful links

https://www.denvergov.org/content/dam/denvergov/Portals/646/documents/planning/NPI/NPI_Strategic_Plan.pdf

https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/community-planning-and-development/planning-and-
design/Neighborhood_Planning_Initiative.html

https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/denveright/land-use-transportation.html

https://www.denvergov.org/CPD

Contact: 
Joshua Palmeri 
Joshua.Palmeri@denvergov.org
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