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Crime Trends



Colorado Crime Rate Change, 2019 to 2021
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Colorado 

Source: Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Crime Explorer-Crime in 
the United States Annual Reports



Where does Colorado Rank in 
Property Crime Rates?

2010: CO was 23rd for rate of 
property crime in the country 

2015: C0 was 28th in the country

2020: CO is 48th in the country –
only New Mexico and Louisiana 
are worse

Source: FBI Crime Data Explorer 2010, 2015, & 2020



Rate of Property Crime
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Idaho, Maine, New 
Jersey, Vermont, Rhode Island, Michigan, West Virginia, 
New York, Virginia, Wisconsin, Illinois, Connecticut, 
Maryland, Wyoming, Pennsylvania, Iowa, Florida, 
Kentucky, Indiana, Ohio, Nebraska, Nevada, South 
Dakota, Delaware, Georgia, Mississippi, Montana, North 
Dakota, Minnesota, Alabama, California, Kansas, North 
Carolina, Arizona, Texas, Alaska, Hawaii, Utah, Tennessee, 
Missouri, Arkansas, Oregon, Oklahoma, South Carolina, 
Washington

New Mexico, Louisiana

States doing 
better than 
Colorado

States doing 
worse

Source: FBI Crime Data Explorer 2020



Where does Colorado Rank in 
Violent Crime Rates?

2010: CO was 26th for rate of 
violent crime in the country 

2015: C0 was 23rd in the country

2020: CO is 31st in the country

Source: FBI Crime Data Explorer 2010, 2015, & 2020
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Recent Homicide Totals

Statewide totals

2010: 101

2015: 174

2020: 304
2021: 364

Source: https://coloradocrimestats.state.co.us/



Where does Colorado Rank in Auto 
Theft Rates?

2010: CO was 31st for rate of auto 
theft in the country 

2015: C0 was 45th in the country

2020: CO is 50th in the country

Source: FBI Crime Data Explorer 2010, 2015, & 2020



Rate of Auto Thefts
Vermont, Maine, New Hampshire, Idaho, Massachusetts, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West 
Virginia, Rhode Island, Wisconsin, Wyoming, Delaware, 
Illinois, Ohio, Maryland, Florida, Michigan, North 
Carolina, Iowa, Mississippi, Alabama, Indiana, 
Connecticut, Georgia, Arizona, Montana, Kansas, 
Minnesota, Kentucky, South Dakota, Nebraska, Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Alaska, North Dakota, South Carolina, Texas, 
Tennessee, Utah, Nevada, Washington, Oklahoma, 
Hawaii, Oregon, Missouri, New Mexico, California

States doing 
better than 
Colorado

States doing 
worse

Source: FBI Crime Data Explorer 2020



Motor Vehicle Thefts in State of Colorado 723.73
(2021)



Where does Colorado Rank in Total 
Crime Rates?

2010: CO was 22nd for rate of 
auto theft in the country 

2015: C0 was 25th in the country

2020: CO is 47th in the country

Source: combined rates of violent and property crime using FBI Crime Data Explorer 2010, 2015, &2020



Rate of Total Crime
New Hampshire, Maine, New Jersey, Idaho, 
Massachusetts, Vermont, Rhode Island, Virginia, 
Connecticut, West Virginia, New York, Wisconsin, 
Michigan, Wyoming, Illinois, Iowa, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Indiana, Florida, Ohio, Nebraska, 
Nevada, Mississippi, Delaware, Minnesota, Georgia, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, California, Alabama, 
Montana, Kansas, North Carolina, Hawaii, Texas, Arizona, 
Utah, Oregon, Washington, Missouri, Alaska, Oklahoma, 
Tennessee, South Carolina

States doing 
better than 
Colorado 

States doing 
worse

Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico

Source: combined rates of violent and property crime using FBI Crime Data Explorer 2020



Recidivism



Recidivism Rate
Utah, Texas, Tennessee, Oregon, Hawaii, Georgia, 
California, Virginia, West Virginia, South Carolina, Florida, 
Oklahoma, Minnesota, Nebraska, Wyoming, Michigan, 
Nevada, New Jersey, Ohio, Maine, Idaho, Alabama, 
Washington, Massachusetts, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Indiana, Iowa, North Carolina, Kansas, Connecticut, 
Wisconsin, Arizona, Illinois, South Dakota, Maryland, 
Montana, New York, Missouri, Vermont, New Hampshire, 
Pennsylvania, North Dakota, Kentucky, New Mexico, 
Rhode Island

States doing 
better than 
Colorado

States doing 
worse

Arkansas, Alaska, Delaware 

Source: https://worldpopulationreview.com/state-rankings/recidivism-rates-by-state



Legislative 
Challenges



There is a need for reflection, 
evaluation, and action

We have seen multiple instances of changes in 
crime rates, mental health rankings, and drug-
related deaths that correlate with various legislative 
changes. 

We must pause and evaluate the impacts of 
previous efforts if we are to right the ship in 
Colorado – before we continue this concerning 
slide.



The Evidence is Building







Additional Factors/
Considerations 



State of Mental Health in Colorado

Where Colorado Ranks:

2015: 32
2016: 22
2017: 25
2018: 40
2019: 32
2020: 29
2021: 48
2022: 51

The 7 measures that make up the Adult 
Ranking include:

• Adults with Any Mental Illness (AMI)
• Adults with Substance Use Disorder 

in the Past Year
• Adults with Serious Thoughts of 

Suicide
• Adults with AMI who Did Not Receive 

Treatment
• Adults with AMI Reporting Unmet 

Need
• Adults with AMI who are Uninsured
• Adults with Cognitive Disability Who 

Could Not See a Doctor Due to Costs

Source: Adult ranking from mhanational.org



State of Mental Health in Colorado

Where Colorado Ranks:

2015: 39
2016: 14
2017: 16
2018: 17
2019: 10
2020: 17
2021: 31
2022: 21

The 9 measures that make up the Access 
Ranking include:

1. Adults with Any Mental Illness (AMI) who 
Did Not Receive Treatment

2. Adults with AMI Reporting Unmet Need
3. Adults with AMI who are Uninsured
4. Adults with Cognitive Disability who Could 

Not See a Doctor Due to Costs
5. Youth with MDE who Did Not Receive 

Mental Health Services
6. Youth with Severe MDE who Received 

Some Consistent Treatment
7. Children with Private Insurance that Did 

Not Cover Mental or Emotional Problems
8. Students Identified with Emotional 

Disturbance for an Individualized 
Education Program

9. Mental Health Workforce Availability

Source: Adult ranking from mhanational.org



Alternative Responses – False Narrative
Significant progress is being made 
to send the right response to calls 
for service, including:
• Co-Responders
• STAR
• Outreach Case Coordinators
• Crash Report Technicians
• Property Report Technicians

These responses may improve 
Mental Health outcomes, but are 
not intended to -- nor do they –
address violent crime Repeat - No 
Impact on Violent or Property 
Crime



Economic Opportunity

Colorado’s Economic Rankings:

• 2010: 3

• 2015: 4

• 2022: 4

Sources: https://www.cnbc.com/top-states-2010-overall-rankings/ ; https://www.cnbc.com/2015/06/24/americas-top-states-for-business.html ; 
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/07/13/americas-top-states-for-business-2022-the-full-rankings.html



Income Inequality – False 
Narrative

Gini Index measures income 
inequality

High Gini scores (coefficient of 
1) do not consistently correlate 
to crime rates

Fact: the most disadvantaged 
in our community do not 
commit crime

Fact: most crime is 
opportunistic and spans 
socioeconomic status

Fact: small number of 
offenders are committing 
disproportionate amount of 
harm to society

Fact: Crime disproportionately 
impacts disadvantaged and 
minority populations



Call to Action



A Path Forward – Improved Safety
Supporting and Resourcing 
Policing:
• 1 to 3 vs. 3 to 1
• What worked/what 

didn't’t work in the 1990’s
• NYPD Example 
• U.S. Military Comparison 



What role do we all play?

• Legislature and other 
Elected Officials

• Law Enforcement

• District Attorneys

• Judges

• Community Members



Public Safety 
Takes All of Us

•We must take a statewide, holistic approach to address
acute and long-term issues.

•Impacts where people live, work, and play.

•Engaged communities are safe communities

•Talk with elected officials about legislation – what is 
working and what needs to be addressed?



Questions?
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